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Not a few of them even tell us, that war is inevitable, so 
long as human nature remains the same ; that it is vain to 
make any specific efforts for the abolition of this custom ; that 
we must wait for the gospel to overspread the globe, and exor- 
cise the war-passions of mankind, before peace can come. Do 
they reason thus in regard to duelling ? Whence this custom ? 
From the false notions, the wrong choice of men. Change 
these, and you annihilate the custom. And shall nothing be 
done for this purpose ? Would you have duelling continue 
without rebuke, in the midst of Christians themselves, until the 
Millennium comes ? Would you have no law against it, no 
denunciations from the pulpit or the press, no warnings to the 
young from parents and teachers, no concentration of public 
sentiment, no rallying of the wise and the good, no special 
efforts whatever to crush this blood-leech ? It has been ban- 
ished from New England ; and why may it not be driven from 
the South and the West ? But, if duelling can be abolished 
before the Millennium, and even without any change in the 
nature of mankind, why may not the practice of international 
duels be made to cease wherever Christianity prevails? 

Pacificus. 



PLAIN PRINCIPLES CARRIED OUT. 

" The law of the duellist," says Mr. Frelinghuysen, the excellent 
mayor of Newark, " is an outrage upon every principle of order and 
humanity. It sets the laws of God, and the institutions of a Christian 
people at defiance ; and, if this murderous spirit be not met, and 
firmly and fearlessly rebuked by the frowns of public sentiment, on 
ourselves will abide muchofthe guilt of murder. It can be checked, 
and effectually repressed, whenever the people, true to their high 
duties, shall rise in the majesty of public opinion, and frown upon 
these atrocious deeds of violence ; and the blood of the murdered, 
the tears of the bereaved, and the commands of a righteous God, 
call upon them now to speak, and bear their stern and indignant 
testimony against this heaven-daring sin." 

How obvious and forcible the application of all this to the custom 
of war ! Is it not " a heaven-daring sin," a vast cluster, a long and 
thickening series of such sins ? Does it not " set the laws of God 
at defiance ? " Its whole spirit, every one of its peculiar deeds, is 
expressly, repeatedly forbidden in the Bible. Is it not " an outrage 
upon every principle of order and humanity"? Far more so than 
duelling. "Whenever the people shall rise in the majesty of public 
opinion, and frown upon its atrocious deeds of violence," will it not 



1838.] Influence of War on Domestic Happiness. 43 

be " checked and effectually repressed " ? Yes ; it is just as possible 
to abolish war as duelling. And do not " the blood of the murdered, 
the tears of the bereaved, and the commands of a righteous God, 
call upon us " to seek its abolition by every lawful means in our 
power ? If we resist such a call, will there not " abide on us 
much of the guilt " inseparable from the continuance of war ? 

Strange that men who so justly, so eloquently condemn duelling, 
should still be blind to the far greater atrocities of war ! The press 
has teemed of late with well-merited denunciations of single combat; 
but nearly every paragraph, every sentence, every epithet of scorn 
and reprobation might be transferred to the gigantic system of 
national duelling, with equal propriety, and augmented force. Put 
your finger, if you can, upon a single argument against duels, that 
might not be urged, mutatis mutandis, against war. 

Friend or Peace. 



INFLUENCE OF WAR ON DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 

The following sketch of war, from the pen of Mr. Goodell, an 
American missionary at Constantinople, may serve to show what 
remorseless havoc it makes of domestic relations and hopes. I 
commend the picture especially to our female friends, and ask if 
they have no interest in the success of efforts to abolish a custom 
which laughs at the fond endearments of home, and has filled every 
age and clime with mourning mothers, and disconsolate sisters, 
with weeping widows, and desolate orphans : 

" An order had just come from Constantinople to Mondania for a 
hundred Greeks ; and, being designed for the sultan's navy, they 
were particularly sought for among the boatmen. The boatmen of 
course fled in every direction ; and not a boat could be found to take 
me. The plague was raging in the place ; and the miserable coffee- 
shop where I staid, was filled day and night with filthy, lounging 
Turks. The impressment of young Greeks was going on ; and the 
mothers and sisters were assembled before the governor's house, 
weeping and lamenting the fate of their sons and brothers. As I 
passed by repeatedly, I said unto them, weep not ; but my sympathy 
was impotent. 

" At length the levy, amounting to forty, was completed ; the men 
were put on board a small vessel for Constantinople ; and, fearing 
there would not soon be another opportunity, I took passage in the 
same craft. I was on board when the impressed Greeks were 
brought from prison, pinioned, and chained two together. Their 
mothers and other female relatives rushed to the water's edge to 
give them the last embrace. Their cries rent the air. One mother 
fainted away ; another tore the flesh with her teeth off her own arm ; 
another threw herself into the sea, and was pulled out by the soldiers. 
Some of the prisoners, too, sobbed and wept like children ; and 
others" — a proof of the wildest grief— " danced and sung, while the 



